Supporting Argument items (in no particular order)
· Arlington Open Space and Recreation Plan 2022-29, Goals and Objectives (p159):
Goal 1. Protect the natural environment to retain its important functions and values, and help Arlington adapt to and mitigate climate change.
Objective 1.A. Improve the quality and functioning of the town’s waterways and wetlands to support aquatic life and biodiversity.
Objective 1.B. Protect undeveloped lands that have ecological value, wildlife corridor connections, and habitats for native flora and fauna, or that present opportunities to restore natural systems.
Objective 1.C. Protect, enhance, and diversify the town’s tree canopy.
Objective 1.D. Ensure that public and private investments support and enhance the resilience of the town’s natural environment.
Objective 1.E Coordinate protection of the natural environment with other climate resilience and adaptation plans and goals.
· Zoning Bylaw of the Town of Arlington (entire Section 1.2 Purposes):
The purpose of this Bylaw is to promote health, safety, convenience, morals and welfare of the inhabitants of the Town of Arlington; to lessen congestion in the streets; to conserve health; to secure safety from fire, panic and other dangers; to provide adequate light and air; to prevent the overcrowding of land; to avoid undue concentration of population; to encourage housing for persons at all income levels; to facilitate the adequate provision of transportation, water, sewerage, schools, parks and other public requirements; to protect and preserve open space as a natural resource, for the conservation of natural conditions for flora and fauna and to serve as urban amenity for scenic and aesthetic enjoyment and recreational use; to conserve the value of land and buildings; to encourage the most appropriate use of land throughout the Town; to achieve optimum environmental quality through review and cooperation by the use of incentives, bonuses and design review; and to preserve and increase its amenities and to encourage an orderly expansion of the tax base by utilization, development, and redevelopment of land. It is made with reasonable consideration to the character of the district and to its peculiar suitability for particular uses, with a view to giving direction or effect to land development policies and proposals of the Redevelopment Board, including the making of Arlington a more viable and more pleasing place to live, work, and play.
· Arlington’s Tree Protection and Preservation bylaw (entire Section 1. Findings and Purpose):
The Town of Arlington finds that preservation of the tree canopy and planting of replacement trees is essential to preserving the character and aesthetic appearance of the Town and maintaining quality of life and the environment in the Town. Trees improve air quality, protect from heat and glare, reduce noise pollution, limit topsoil erosion and storm water runoff, provide natural flood control, enhance property values, contribute to the distinct character of neighborhoods, and offer natural privacy to neighbors.
· Arlington’s Action Plan for MBTA Communities (entire Section 3.2, Non-housing characteristics):
Maintaining and supporting growth in the Town's limited commercial districts; encouraging walkability, transit ridership, and active transportation; creating increased demand and more frequent bus service to and from town; distributing districts equitably across town; walkability and access to open space and recreational opportunities; preserving and expanding the Town's street tree canopy; supporting diverse range of incomes, ages, and racial/ethnic backgrounds; and achieving more than just compliance by accomplishing goals and objectives from other recent plans.
· 2023 Envision Arlington survey (Questions 16 and 17 submitted by Open Space Committee):
Outdoor seating, plazas, pocket parks was #1 answer to How can Arlington’s open spaces be made more useful to you?
Preserving remaining wooded and undeveloped spaces was #1 answer to Which resiliency efforts are most important to you?
· Exploring Urban Ecology report (from Literature Review, p29, 32, 33, 52) collaboration of David Morgan with Tufts Urban and Environmental Policy and Planning:
According to the research, the biggest gap in expanding the reach of urban ecology is that it needs to work in a “transdisciplinary mode with urban planners, designers, stakeholders and decision makers”.
Trees have been widely recognized as the main provider of ecosystem services in urban areas.
The residential cluster results are particularly useful to Arlington, as one of its main goals is to utilize private gardens to improve habitat connectivity and enhance ecological resilience.
If Arlington seeks to fully utilize an urban ecology framework, the planning department must consider how they can manage private property within this framework.
· Exploring Urban Ecology report (from Spatial Analysis, p47) collaboration of David Morgan with Tufts Urban and Environmental Policy and Planning:
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· Exploring Urban Ecology report (from Conclusions, p61) collaboration of David Morgan with Tufts Urban and Environmental Policy and Planning:
All things considered, the Town of Arlington has incorporated biodiversity into their plans, but they need to take steps to incorporate biodiversity and urban ecology into their decision-making processes. The Town collects data and measures aspects of their biodiversity, but does incorporate that data into their long-term planning and makes no clear connection between the data and their biodiversity enhancement actions.
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